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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-10 have been examined. 

Drawings 

2. Figures 1 and 2 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only that 
which is old is illustrated. (Specification (07/30/2003) at p. 7); see MPEP § 608.02(g). 
Corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion 
of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection 
to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 4, 8, and 10 are objected to because of the following informalities: "host device" 
in line 2 of each of claims 4, 8, and 10, should presumably read -said host device-. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 
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Claim 10 recites the limitation "The method of installing a software program in a host 
device according to claim" in lines 1-2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation 
in the claim. In the interest of compact prosecution, claim 10 is interpreted as referring to the 
host device of claim 9. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

7. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 
6,009,480 (Pleso). 

As per claim 1, Pleso discloses: A method of installing a software program in a host 
device (see, e.g., coL 3, lines 18-31 (method for installing a peripheral device driver to a 
computer system)), said software program being required for said host device to communicate 
with a peripheral device (see, e.g.. Abstract (a device driver which the computing system 
employs to communicate with the peripheral system)), said method comprising the steps of: 

coupling said host device to said peripheral device (see, e.g., col. 3, lines 18-31 
(connecting a peripheral device to a computer)) utilizing a USB serial interface, said peripheral 
device containing said software program stored in a memory device contained in said peripheral 
device (see, e.g., col. 3, lines 18-31 (the peripheral device including ... a first memory . . . 
storing the peripheral device driver)); 
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uploading said software program from said peripheral device to said host device over said 
USB serial interface (see, e.g., col. 3, lines 5-16 (the peripheral device downloads the device 
driver to the second memory . . . ); col. 11, lines 55-65 (USB)); and 

installing said software program in said host device (see, e.g., col. 3, lines 5-16 (the 
peripheral device downloads the device driver to the second memory . . . )) thereby allowing 
communication between said host device and said peripheral device (see, e.g., Abstract (a device 
driver which the computing system employs to commimicate with the peripheral system)). 

As per claim 2, Pleso further discloses said software program is a driver associated with 
said peripheral device which allows for communication between said host device and said 
peripheral device (see, e.g., col. 3, lines 18-31 (method for installing a peripheral device driver to 
a computer system)). 

As per claim 3, Pleso further discloses said software program is an application for 
executing a functional operation associated with the operation of the peripheral device (see, e.g., 
col. 3, lines 18-31 (method for installing a peripheral device driver to a computer system)). 

As per claim 4, Pleso fiirther discloses said host device and said peripheral device 
communicate with one another utilizing the USB specification (see, e.g., col. 11, lines 55-65). 

As per claim 5, Pleso discloses: A method of installing a software program in a host 
device (see, e.g., col. 3, lines 18-31 (method for installing a peripheral device driver to a 
computer system)), said software program being required for said host device to communicate 
with a peripheral device (see, e.g.. Abstract (a device driver which the computing system 
employs to communicate with the peripheral system)), said method comprising the steps of: 
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coupling said host device to said peripheral device (see, e.g., col. 3, lines 18-31 
(connecting a peripheral device to a computer)) utilizing a USB serial interface, said peripheral 
device containing said software program stored in a memory device contained in said peripheral 
device (see, e.g., col. 3, lines 18-31 (the peripheral device including ... a first memory . , . 
storing the peripheral device driver)); 

[determining] if said host device comprises said software program in said memory device 
contained in said host device (see, e.g., Figure 8 (step 252); col. 11, lines 7-10 (determines 
whether a peripheral device driver is needed)) [and if not,] uploading said software program 
from said peripheral device to said host device over said USB serial interface (see, e.g., col. 3, 
lines 5-16 (the peripheral device downloads the device driver to the second memory . . . ); coL 
11, lines 55-65 (USB)); 

installing said software program in said host device (see, e.g., col. 3, lines 5-16 (the 
peripheral device downloads the device driver to the second memory . . . )) thereby allowing 
communication between said host device and said peripheral device (see, e.g.. Abstract (a device 
driver which the computing system employs to communicate with the peripheral system)). 

As per claim 6, Pleso further discloses said software program is a driver associated with 
said peripheral device, which allows for communication between said host device and said 
peripheral device (see, e.g., col. 3, lines 18-31 (method for installing a peripheral device driver to 
a computer system)). 

As per claim 7, Pleso further discloses said software program is an application for 
executing a ftmctional operation associated with the operation of the peripheral device (see, e.g., 
col. 3, lines 18-31 (method for installing a peripheral device driver to a computer system)). 
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As per claim 8, Pleso further discloses said host device and said peripheral device 
communicate with one another utilizing the USB specification (see, e.g., col. 11, lines 55-65). 

As per claim 9, Pleso discloses: A host device capable of communicating with any one of 
a plurality of peripheral devices utilizing a USB serial interface (see, e.g., col. 3, lines 18-31 
(method for installing a peripheral device driver to a computer system); col. 1 1, lines 55-65 
(USB)), each of said plurality of peripheral devices having the software driver necessary for 
communicating with a given peripheral stored in a memory device contained in said given 
peripheral (see, e.g., col. 3, lines 18-31 (the peripheral device including ... a first memory . . . 
storing the peripheral device driver)), said host device comprising: 

a USB interface capable of defining said host device as a master device relative to said 
plurality of peripheral devices, (see, e.g., col. 3, lines 18-31 (connecting a peripheral device to a 
computer); col. 11, lines 55-65 (USB)); 

a software driver uploader for uploading the software driver of a given one of said 
plurality of peripheral devices, which is coupled to said host device via said USB serial interface 
(see, e.g., col. 3, lines 5-16 (the peripheral device downloads the device driver to the second 
memory . . . ); col.. 11, lines 55-65 (USB)), and 

a software driver installer for installing said software driver uploaded from said given one 
of said plurality of peripheral devices (see, e.g., col. 3, lines 5-16 (the peripheral device 
downloads the device driver to the second memory . . . )) so as to allow communication between 
said host device and said given one of said plurality of peripheral devices (see, e.g.. Abstract (a 
device driver which the computing system employs to communicate with the peripheral 
system)). 
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As per claim 10, Pleso further discloses said host device and said given one of said 
plurality of peripheral devices communicate with one another utilizing the USB specification 
(see, e.g., col. 11, lines 55-65). 
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Conclusion 



8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Eric B. Kiss whose telephone number is (571) 272-3699. The 
Examiner can normally be reached on Tue. - Fri., 7:00 am - 4:30 pm. The Examiner can also be 
reached on alternate Mondays. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Dam, can be reached on (571) 272-3695. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any inquiry of a general nature should be directed to the TC 2100 Group receptionist: 
571-272-2100. 




Eric B. Kiss 
March 22, 2007 



